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Swan, a hundred tons between them, with seventy**
three men, all ranks and ratings, aboard of them.
But both vessels were c richly furnished with vic-
tuals and apparels for a whole year, and no less
heedfully provided with all manner of ammunition,
artillery [which then meant every kind of firearm
as well as cannon], artificers' stuff and tools; but
especially three dainty pinnaces made in Ply-
mouth, taken asunder all in pieces/ and stowed
aboard to be set up as occasion served.

Without once striking sail Drake made the
channel between Dominica and Martinique in
twenty-five days and arrived off a previously
chosen secret harbor on the Spanish Main towards
the end of July. To his intense surprise a column
of smoke was rising from it, though there was no
settlement within a hundred miles. On landing
he found a leaden plate with this inscription:
* Captain Drake! If you fortune to come to this
Port, make hast away! For the Spaniards which
you had with you here, the last year, have be-
wrayed the place and taken away all that you
left here. I depart hence, this present 7th of
July, 1572. Your very loving friend, John
Garrett. * That was fourteen days before. Drake,
however, was determined to carry out his plan.